Schroeder van der Kolk is regarded as the founder of Dutch psychiatry and neurology. This paper describes his vitalistic views on the relation between body and soul, as formulated by him in a series of lectures. These lectures were intended to counteract the materialistic tendencies of some of Schroeder van der Kolk's French and German contemporaries. It is argued that Schroeder van der Kolk can be regarded as the transition in Holland from the ''Naturphilosophie'' approach to the modern experimental approach in physiology.
INTRODUCTION
The history of neuroscience in the Netherlands can be considered to have started with Jacobus Schroeder van der Kolk.
1 Schroeder van der Kolk was a well-known neuro-anatomist, as I will show later. He is regarded as the founder of a humane system of psychiatric care in Holland, following closely the developments in France and Germany. In this paper, I will concentrate on his views on the relation between body and mind and, in particular, on the different types of forces he distinguished in nature, views that he shared with many followers of the ''Naturphilosophie'' of that time. These views
